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ALLOWANCE 

Allowable Subject Matter 

1. Claims 1-11 are allowed. 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Referring to claims 1 -1 1 , the primary reason for allowance of the claims is the inclusion 
of the step of attaching the optical components to the optical benches with a pick-and- 
place machine prior to the step of mechanically adjusting the relative positions of the 
optical components with an optical system aligner. 

The closest prior art appears to be Flexible Automated Assembly of Micro-optical 
Elements (Optical SMD) by Wolfgang Andreasch et al. This reference discloses all the 
limitations of the claimed invention, except it discloses the bonding of the components 
after the optical alignment step. In the examiner's opinion, it would not have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to reverse 
the order of the attachment and alignment steps. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

U.S. Patent No. 6,586,726 to Verdiell 
U.S. Patent No. 6,376,268 to Verdiell 
U.S. Patent No. 6,207,950 to Verdiell 
U.S. Patent No. 6,227,724 to Verdiell 
U.S. Patent No. 6,185,816 to Freund et al. 
Each of these references discloses an optical production system similar to that of 
the claimed invention. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kevin S. Wood whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2364. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday (7am - 5:30 pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rodney B. Bovernick can be reached on (571) 272-2344. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Kevin S. Wood 




